
 

 

 

tion of scholars and teachers 
of the world’s religions;  
(2) co-founding, with Dr. 
Adarsh Deepak, the Dharma 
Academy of North America 
(DANAM), a scholarly socie-
ty which sponsors the in-
depth exploration of Hindu, 
Jain, Buddhist, and Sikh 
Dharma Traditions, produc-
es books on Dharma Stud-
ies, and is one the largest 
additional symposia at the 
AAR;  
(3) initiation of the Inter-
national Journal of Dhar-
ma Studies (a project of 
DCF);  
(4)development of the field 
of Dharma Studies which 
studies the four-fold dhar-
mic traditions of India 
through the lens of their 
historical interrelationship. 

In the fall of 2012, after a 
national academic search 
for the Dharma Civilization 
Foundation’s Swami Vive-
kananda Visit-
ing Faculty Po-
sition in Hindu 
Studies at Uni-
v e r s i t y  o f 
Southern Cali-
fornia (USC), 
Professor Rita 
D. Sherma was 
invited to the 
position.   
Dr. Sherma is a 
scholar of Hin-
du Studies and 
Dharma Studies 
and holds an MA in Religion 
and a Ph.D.  in Theology 
and Ethics. In the current 
Spring Semester at USC, 
Professor Sherma is teach-
ing The Living Traditions of 
Hindu Yoga; The Art and 
Music of Yoga, Directed Re-
search in Yoga Traditions, 
as well as Ecology and Hin-
duism and helping to organ-
ize the joint celebration of 
the 150th Birth Anniversary 
of Swami Vivekananda by 
the Hindu Students Organi-
zation, Hindu Yuva, and the 
Association of Indian Stu-
dents.  
On October 18th-19th, the 
USC International Confer-
ence on Swami Vivekanan-
da, part of the DCF pro-
gram for the Swami Viveka-
nanda Visiting Position, will 
be chaired by Prof. Sherma 
and take place at the USC 
Davidson Center, organized 

by a committee that in-
cludes USC Dean of Reli-
gious Life, Varun Soni, and 
Chair of the School of Reli-

gion, Prof. 
Duncan Wil-
liams. DCF—
particularly 
Prof. Shiva 
Bajpai and 
Dr. Manohar 
S h i n d e —
forms the Ad-
visory Council 
for this im-
portant cele-
bration and 

revitalization of 
the legacy of 

Swami Vivekananda.  
Dr. Sherma has published 
five edited books, and is 
currently editing the Hindu-
ism Volume for the Springer 
Encyclopedia of Indian Re-
ligions. Her new book Ecol-
ogy, Ethics, & Enlighten-
ment: A Hindu Ecological 
Philosophy is forthcoming. 
Sherma brings a decade of 
experience in the creation of 
new initiatives in the study 
and teaching of Indic dhar-
ma traditions, and has been 
instrumental in important 
academic initiatives in Hin-
du Studies/Dharma Studies 
over the past decade. A few 
of her enterprises include:  
(1) establishment of the 
f i r s t  P r o g r a m  U n i t 
(division) in Hindu Studies, 
with Prof. Cynthia Humes, 
at the American Academy of 
Religion (AAR), the  princi-
pal international organiza-
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Vision  
 
To facilitate multi–
dimensional  
r e c l a m a t i o n , 
preservation, and 
application of Dhar-
mic Civilization, so 
as to promote its 
further contribu-
tion towards the 
full unfolding of 
humanity’s  poten-
tial. 

 
Recent Key 
Initiatives: 
 
1. Swami Viveka-

nanda Visiting 
Faculty in Hindu 
Studies at USC. 

2. Dharma Civiliza-
tion Foundation 
Endowed Chair in 
Hindu Studies at 
USC. 

3. Swami Viveka-
nanda Fellowship 
in  Dharma Stud-
ies at UCI. 

4.DCF has estab-
lished the Center 
for Dharma Stud-
ies at Claremont 
Lincoln Universi-
ty. 

 
 
 
 

All donations are 
tax exempt.  For 
support, and in-
formation con-
tact us at : 
info@DharmaCiviliza 
tionFoundation.org 
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Dr. Rita Sherma 

Shri Kalyan Vishwanthan, 
the DCF Executive Vice 
President, who is currently 
in India, has devoted con-
siderable time to promote 
DCF’ mission among vari-
ous noteworthy academic 
and professional leaders as 
well as Swamis at several 
cities.  
Dr. R Narayanswami, a DCF 
Trustee, is also in India and 
promoting DCF’s mission 
among the academics and 
professional leaders in the 
south. 
A full report on their India 
visit will be provided in the 
next newsletter.  
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