
 

UCI is going to launch  a “Swami Vive-

kananda Visiting Faculty Fellow-

ship”  for year 2012-2013 with a primary 

focus on Dharma studies (Hinduism, 

Buddhism, Jainism, & Sikhism) 

through grants provided by Dharma 

Civilization Foundation 

Dharma Civilization Foundation funded Dharma Studies  at UCI 

 

Dharma Civilization Foundation 
N E W S L E T T E R  A U G  2 0 1 2  V O L U M E  1  I S S U E  I I  

Vision  
 
To facilitate 
multi–
dimensional  
reclamation, 
preservation, 
and application 
of Dharmic Civi-
lization, so as to 
promote its fur-
ther contribu-
tion towards the 
full unfolding of 
humanity’s  
potential. 
 
Recent Key    Ini-
tiatives 
 
1.Swami Viveka-

nanda Visiting 
Faculty in Hin-
du Studies at 
USC. 

2.Dharma Civili-
zation Founda-
tion Endowed 
Chair in Hindu 
Studies at USC. 

3.Swami Viveka-
nanda Fellow-
ship in  Dhar-
ma Studies at 
UCI. 

Website: www.DharmaCivilizationFoundation.org | Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/dharmacivilizationfoundation 
Email: info@DharmaCivilizationFoundation.org    | Phone: 818– 280– 9323 

All donations are 
tax exempt.  For 
support, and in-
formation contact 
us at info@ 
DharmaCiviliza-
tionFoundation.o
rg 

Dharma Civilization 
Foundation achieved 
another milestone with 
University of Califor-
nia, Irvine. UCI will 
launch Dharma Studies at 
the Irvine campus of Uni-
versity of California, 
through a generous gift 
given by the Dharma Civi-
lization Foundation to 
fund a Swami Vivekanan-
da Visiting Fellowship at 
UCI. 
 
Professor Gerald James 
Larson , said that  it be will 
be possible for the first 
time, to shape an academic 
course with a primary fo-
cus on Dharma studies 
and a year-long "Focus 
on India" series for the 
campus community and 
the larger Irvine communi-
ty.   
 
The course will be taught 
in the fall quarter. Entitled 
"World Religions 5B"  
It would include works  on 
Hindu, Buddhist, Jain 
and Sikh traditions in 
India and the spread of 
Buddhist ideas to China 
and Japan. 

Undergraduate students may 
enroll in the course for four 
credit units, which may count 
towards the humanities distri-
bution requirements at UCI 
and, of course, for the minor or 
major in religious studies. 

The purpose of the course on 
Dharma traditions together 
with the "Focus on India" se-
ries is to increase awareness of 
the religious traditions of India 
and to provide concrete pro-
gramming for India Studies 
at UCI and the larger Orange 
County community. 
 
During  the  first start-up year 

for India Studies, a Dharma 

Studies Planning Committee 

will be  formed to formulate  

additional programs and 

courses for subsequent aca-

demic years.   

The "Focus on India" series  
includes a distinguished public 
lecture by Dr. Pratapaditya Pal  
on the "Religious Art of Durga 
Puja", a  public lecture by     
Dr. Sthaneshwar Timalsina on 
"The Religious Significance of 
Tantra  Rituals in Indian Spir-
ituality", and classical Indian 
music performances by  Prat-
tyush Banerji and Maitreyee 
Chakraborty. 

Please See  Foundation’s 

booth in upcoming India 

Independence Day mela 

in Van Nuys on August 

18th. For  volunteering  

and further information 

please contact  us. 

“Christopher Columbus discov-
ered the soil of America but 
Vivekananda discovered its 
soul.” -Eleanor Stark 
 
"Swami Vivekanda left an in-
delible mark on America's spir-
itual development." 
- National Portrait Gallery, 
Smithsonian Institution (from 
"Abroad in America: Visitors to the 
New Nation") 

Questions regarding the 

new programs at UCI may 

be addressed to the Director 

of the Program in Religious 

Studies, Professor Keith L. 

Nelson klnelson@uci.edu or 

to the Swami Vivekananda 

Visiting Research Professor, 

Gerald J. Larson lar-

songj@uci.edu 
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